Participant 1, homework 4 observation

3/27/03

Asked him what he has so far.

“I tried doing it using the html code and then took it to IE and produced a page, but that’s not what he wants us to do, he wants us to produce the same html code using jes code, going to look like the one generated using the html code.”  “I used the example he gave, that almost everyone is using, but its not running, when you try to execute it has a lot of problems, I don’t know what he did with it.”  I asked where the sample came from, he said lecture slides.  

Explained where he has gotten so far:

Created a folder that he called hw4Images in mediasources.

Tried to open several different versions of his html code (same code, different filenames) but two of them were empty (view source showed no code) and the last one worked.  He surmised that he needed to be connected to the internet to view the first two, and I asked why he thought those two would not work but the third one would.  He didn’t know.  I suggested that maybe those two files didn’t have any code in them and maybe he really only has one version of working html code.

Showed me a page he created using html to see what it was supposed to look like when he uses JES to do it.  “When I do it in JES, I’m supposed to get the same results.”  When he clicks on the thumbnails, he gets an error; doesn’t open the larger version of the image.  I asked him to view source so we could look at the code. “view source thing is very cool, it’s the best thing on the computer”.  Looked like maybe the problem was that the path was incorrect – it was a very long path, but I didn’t get to verify this theory because He wanted to not worry about the link problem right now and try to get his jython code working.  

His folder name was index for cjesmediasources_folder1_files or something incredibly long like that.  I suggested he simplify it so we can save time when typing it and also reduce likelihood of mistakes. 

5:15

Current version loads without errors

He had copied the example from the slides, and basically replaced every ‘sample’ with ‘links’

Tried to run

>>>I tried to read a file, and couldn’t.  Are you sure the file exists.  Please check line 4.

Highlighted the line of linksfile = open(…)

I’m not sure what happened.  Suggested he put an empty Index.html to start with in his directory, but that didn’t help.  Got same error.

Then he realized that he had forgotten a character in his directory path when typing it in makeLinksPage(path…), he fixed this and it ran without error.  

5:20

Couldn’t figure out how to check what his program actually did.  

I asked what he wanted to do to check whether it worked, he said view the page, I said what’s a way to view the page?  He said “open it”  Asked if there was a version of the show function to view webpages.  I said there probably is but I don’t know it, is there some other way to open webpages that he knows of without using JES?

Tried open(picture)

>>>local or global name could not be found

Open(LinkPage)

>>>”

open(directory)

>>>”

print file

>>>”

“Why is it not printing the file?  What’s wrong with JES”  I reminded him that we have to tell JES what file refers to before we can print it

file = makeLinksPage(…)

Print file

>>>none

I was going to explain what was going on here but didn’t feel up to it, so instead suggested that we move back to windows explorer mode and try to open the file that way.  So he opened mypics folder, then finally double-clicked on Index.html  Looks pretty good, except the thumbnails are not links.  This made him think that this was the “wrong one” and sent him on a search through his incredibly convoluted and duplicated directory structure to find another version of Index.html that would be the right one.  I don’t know if he’s not understanding that his JES code is just doing something different from the HTML page he hand-coded.  Though he suggested that he might have made multiple versions of hw4.py that did different things, and that the version we had run was not the one he wanted (not the one that was working correctly?)  

Copied newest version of the code into notepad.  Now what are you going to do? “Need to add the link code to it.  I need a reference”  He mentioned the <a href stuff followed by </a>, so I think he has a general understanding of what the code he needs to add will look like.  Looking for a reference piece of code that might have a sample that he can use.  Looking at his html code in the JES editor window to see what he did to make links.  “How can I put this [html code] in JES.”   Wasn’t really understanding how to do this, so I showed him how the JES code is writing all the stuff he has in his HTML in sequence first <p>Filename: then the filename, etc etc. and we just have to fit the a href stuff in there in the same order he had it in his webpage.  

** Edited his code now through notepad, then opened it in JES to run it and test it out.  

5:55.  Worked without errors.  Went to his folder to view the file by double-clicking.  Saw that the pictures were showing up as links now.  Tested the last picture by clicking to see if the link worked, and it did.  He was so happy “It’s like your birthday”  (  

“I better write down where this is saved so I don’t forget.”  Wrote down by hand on paper the path to his index.html (but not his .py file!)

“I need to get rid of some of these folders, they even confuse me!”

6:00 fixed a few small issues:

He was creating Index.html instead of index.html.  Also his function was named makeLinksPage instead of linksPage.  He thought it was necessary for it to say make since JES recognizes make, didn’t understand that you can name your functions anything you want.  I tried to explain but not sure I did a very good job.  He also had a </html showing up at the bottom of his page, I pointed out that he was missing something in his jython code and he figured out that he had to change …</html” to …</html>”

Ran again, thought it was doing the same thing (with the </html at the end).  But I pointed out that at the command prompt he was still running makeLinksPage, he figured out to change it to linksPage(..).  

Ran it again, and it worked!  (Always clicks one picture to see if the link works). 

“This is the most exciting day”
Still having trouble understanding how file= assigning variables works.  

